Trusting
the Most High

God
in perilous times

Daniel 5:17-31
The Fall of Babylon









"The writing on the wall" Is an
iIdlomatic expression that suggests a
portent of doom or misfortune, based

on the story of Belshazzar's feast In
the book of Daniel.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_writing_on_the_wall




"Keep your gifts for yourself or give your
rewards to someone else: however, | will read
the Inscription to the king and make the
Interpretation known to him.”
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But when his heart was lifted up and his spirit
became so proud that he behaved arrogantly, he
was deposed from his royal throne and his glory was
taken away from him. He was also driven away from
Mmankind, and his heart was made like that of beasts,
and his dwelling place was with the wild donkeys.
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He was given grass to eat like cattle, and his body
was drenched with the dew of heaven until he
recoghnized that the Most High God Is ruler over the
realm of mankind and that He sets over it whomever
He wishes”

Danilel 5:20-21
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Yet you, his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your
heart, even though you knew all this, but you have
exalted yourself against the Lord of heaven; and they
have brought the vessels of His house before you,
and you and your nobles, your wives and your
concubines have been drinking wine from them;
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and you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of
bronze, iron, wood and stone, which do not see, hear
or understand. But the God in whose hand are your
life-breath and all your ways, you have not glorified.
Daniel 5:22-23







Then the Lord God formed man of
dust from the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living being.
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“Now this Is the inscription that was written out:
‘MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. This is the
interpretation of the message: ‘MENE'—God has
numbered your kingdom and put an end to It.
TEKEL'—you have been weighed on the scales and
found deficient. ‘PERES—your kingdom has been
divided and given over to the Medes and Persians.”
Daniel 5:25-28
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Noun Verb
MENE In Hebrew: Mina To Number
TEKEL In Hebrew: |
- Shekel To Weigh
UPHARSIN U means “And”
Pharsin is plural To Divide... or
Persia

for Peres: Half a
shekel in Hebrew
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“The writing on the wall had indeed to do with
values, as the noun forms suggested. Daniel used
the verbal forms to interpret the writing as an
evaluation of Belshazzar's moral worth... The
equation was devastatingly simple: Belshazzar's
value system was the polar opposite of what it
should have been.
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By using the holy vessels for his banquet, he showed
what a consummate hedonist he was. His own
pleasures and desires were his supreme values. By
the same token he had evaluated God at zero. Now
God had responded by doing the same with him.”

John Lennox.




“‘Consummate hedonistic culture
who's own pleasures and desires are
the supreme values and evaluates
God at zero.”



al=lg Belshazzar gave orders and they clothed

Daniel with purple and put a necklace of gold

around his neck, and issued a proclamation

concerning him that he now had authority as the
thlrd ruIer IN the klhgdom




That same night Belshazzar the Chaldean king
was slain. So Darius the Mede received the
kKingdom at about the age of sixty-two.
Daniel 5:30-31
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Then the lookout called, "O Lord, | stand continually
by day on the watchtower, and | am stationed every
Nnight at my guard post."Now behold, here comes 3
troop of riders, horsemen in pairs.” And one said,
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon; And all the images of her
gods are shattered on the ground.”
Isalah 21:8-9
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But days are coming," declares the Lord, “when |
will punish her idols, and throughout her land the
wounded will groan. Even if Babylon ascends to the
heavens and fortifies her lofty stronghold, | will
send destroyers against her,” declares the Lord. “The
sound of a cry comes from Babylon, the sound of
great destruction from the land of the Babylonians.
The Lord will destroy Babylon

Jeremiah 51:52-55
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Design your own

Deity
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All these died In faith, without receiving the
promises, but having seen them and having
welcomed them from a distance, and having
confessed that they were strangers and exiles on
the earth. For those who say such things make it
clear that they are seeking a country of their own.
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And indeed If they had been thinking of that
country from which they went out, they would have

had opportunity to return.

But as It Is, they desire a

better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God
IS not ashamed to be called their God; for He has
orepared a city for them.
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Hebrews 11:15-16
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Even though | was formerly a blasphemer and a
persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet | was shown
mercy because | acted ignorantly in unbelief; and
the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with
the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus.

1 Timothy 1:13-14
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household of God; and if it begins with us first,
what will be the outcome for those who do not
obey the gospel of God

1 Peter 4:17
eler 4.
_ '-:.,;.’ Thean S ‘-. . . % %:; “.
T T e ——— : ﬁ}(‘
° . - f . .
S e . o BN e
B\ ;' S ‘4“.’9-— : sl 2
/'/«f' o r_:. 5

2 0. oo Ba)




of Christ, so that each of us may receive what iIs
due us for the things done while in the body,

whether good or bad.
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