
1 Corinthians 3:18-23

The Wisdom of this World is Foolishness 
Before God 



Theme
“Living together as Individuals in one body by having the 

mind of Christ”

1:10 Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be 
made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment.

2:16 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL 
INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ.



1 Corinthians 3:18-23
18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you thinks that he is 
wise in this age, he must become foolish, so that he may become wise.  

19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. For it is written, 
“He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE IN THEIR CRAFTINESS”;  

20 and again, “THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the wise, THAT 
THEY ARE USELESS.”  

21 So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong to you,  

22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or 
things present or things to come; all things belong to you, 

23 and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.
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18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among 
you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must 
become foolish, so that he may become wise.  



1 Corinthians 1:11-13

11 For I have been informed concerning you, my 
brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels 
among you.  12 Now I mean this, that each one of 
you is saying, “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos,” and 
“I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.”  13 Has Christ been 
divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he?



1 Corinthians 3:18

18 Let no man deceive himself. If any man among 
you thinks that he is wise in this age, he must 
become foolish, so that he may become wise.  



1 Corinthians 1:18-31
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God.  19 For it is written, 

“I WILL DESTROY THE WISDOM OF THE WISE, AND THE CLEVERNESS OF THE CLEVER 
I WILL SET ASIDE.” 

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not 
God made foolish the wisdom of the world?  21 For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the 
foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.  22 For indeed Jews ask 
for signs and Greeks search for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a 
stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  

24 but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God.  25 Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness 
of God is stronger than men. 



1 Corinthians 1:18-31

26 For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not many wise 
according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble;  27 but God has 
chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has 
chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,

28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the 
things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that 
no man may boast before God. 

30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom 
from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption, 31 so 
that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”



Wisdom

The right use or exercise of knowledge; the choice of 
laudable ends, and of the best means to accomplish them. 
… it is the faculty of discerning or judging what is most just, 
proper and useful … it is the knowledge and use of what is 
best, most just, most proper, most conducive to prosperity 
or happiness.      - Noah Webster 1828



James 3:13,17

13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him 
show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of 
wisdom. 

17 But the wisdom from above is first pure, then 
peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of mercy and good 
fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy.  



James 3:14-16
Man’s Wisdom

14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in 
your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the 
truth.  15 This wisdom is not that which comes down 
from above, but is earthly, natural, demonic.  16 For 
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is 
disorder and every evil thing.  
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Worldly Wisdom v Godly Wisdom
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Worldly Wisdom v Godly Wisdom

The World Says:

He Who Dies With The Most Toys Wins  

God Says:

What Does It Profit A Man To Gain The Whole World 
And Forfeit His Soul
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1 Corinthians 3:18

Let no man deceive himself. If any man among you 
thinks that he is wise in this age, he must become 
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For the word of the cross is foolishness to those 
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1 Corinthians 1:18
For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:22,23
For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search for wisdom;  but 
we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to 
Gentiles foolishness 



1 Corinthians 2:1,2

And when I came to you, brethren, I did not 
come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God.   For I 
determined to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.



Acts 17:17,18

17So he was reasoning in the synagogue with the Jews and 
the God-fearing Gentiles, and in the market place every day 
with those who happened to be present.  18 And also some 
of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers were conversing with 
him. Some were saying, “What would this idle babbler wish 
to say?” Others, “He seems to be a proclaimer of strange 
deities,” — because he was preaching Jesus and the 
resurrection.



19 For the wisdom of this world is foolishness before God. 
For it is written, “He is THE ONE WHO CATCHES THE WISE 
IN THEIR CRAFTINESS”;  

20 and again, “THE LORD KNOWS THE REASONINGS of the 
wise, THAT THEY ARE USELESS.”  

1 Corinthians 3:19,20



21 So then let no one boast in men. For all 
things belong to you

1 Corinthians 3:21



1 Corinthians 1:31

so that, just as it is written, “LET HIM WHO 
BOASTS, BOAST IN THE LORD.”



21 So then let no one boast in men. For all 
things belong to you

1 Corinthians 3:21



1 Corinthians 3:21-23

21 So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong 
to you,  
22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life 
or death or things present or things to come; all things 
belong to you, 
23 and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God.




