
1 Corinthians 15:35-49

The Resurrection Body
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Presentation Notes
Some of you who have known me for a long time also know that I haven't always been this handsome

Death--The Sleep of the Body
No Biblical description of death is so comforting and consoling to the believer as that which is revealed in the familiar word sleep. It is a word that applies to the body only and never to the soul.
- Our Lord said to His disciples: “Our friend Lazarus sleeps; but I go that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said His disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spoke of his death” (John 11:11-13). Of the martyrdom and death of Stephen, we read: “He fell asleep” (Acts 7:60). When the Apostle Paul was yet alive, he said that of the five hundred brethren who had seen Christ alive after His Resurrection, “some are fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:6). His comforting message to the believers at Thessalonica was, But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.  
The Apostle Peter, speaking of Old Testament saints, said: “The fathers fell asleep” (2 Peter 3:4).



The Resurrection Body

• The real question for Paul

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- 1 Cor 15:12 Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?
- Paul Addresses the Areopagus Acts 17:30-32 “Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all everywhere should repent, 31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” 32 Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this” 
- Acts 23:6-9  Brethren, I am a Pharisee, a son of Pharisees; I am on trial for the hope and resurrection of the dead!” 7 And as he said this, there arose a dissension between the Pharisees and Sadducees; and the assembly was divided. 8 For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, nor an angel, nor a spirit; but the Pharisees acknowledge them all. 9 And there arose a great uproar; and some of the scribes of the Pharisaic party stood up and began to argue heatedly, saying, “We find nothing wrong with this man; suppose a spirit or an angel has spoken to him?”



The Resurrection Body

• Two Questions
• How are the dead raised?
• With what kind of body will they come?

• Foolish Person
• Mindless…Ignorant…Stupid

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- How do I look or How do I look through the telescope; What manner or by what agency or activity
- Are these genuine questions of the Church in Corinth or Rhetorical questions that Paul knows he must answer in light of their unbelief in the resurrection

aphrōn; mindless, i.e. stupid, ignorant, (specially) egotistic, (practically) rash, or (morally) unbelieving: — fool(-ish), unwise, AV (11) - fool 8, foolish 2, unwise 1;without reason senseless, foolish, stupid without reflection or intelligence, acting rashly
Why such a strong rebuke?...it is because anyone who rejects the resurrection of the dead must also reject the resurrection of Christ.

Better questions: “How can God raise the dead? And what kind of body does God give those He raises?”



The Resurrection Body

• Death precedes resurrection

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Death--Temporary Separation of the Spiritual from the Physical
Common Analogy of Agriculture
Argentina…soybean seeds, wheat harvest, corn growing
Better questions: “How can God raise the dead? And what kind of body does God give those He raises?”








The Resurrection Body

• Death precedes resurrection
• Jesus on Farming
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Presentation Notes
Jesus on Farming: Mustard Seed and the birds, Parable of the sower, Mustard seed and faith, Fields rip for harvest
- It is a foolish thing to question the divine power to raise the dead, when we see it every day quickening and reviving things that are dead This is plainly in the divine power, though we no more know how it is done than we know how a dead man is raised to life again.
- Truly it is never a pleasant sound, that rattle of the clay upon the coffin-lid, ‘Earth to earth, dust to dust, ashes to ashes,’ nor to the farmer, for its own sake, would it be a very pleasant thing to put his grain into the dull cold earth; yet no farmer ever weeps when he sows his seed.” (Spurgeon)

Better questions: “How can God raise the dead? And what kind of body does God give those He raises?”





The Resurrection Body

• A Transformed Body (37)
• Related…Representative…Miraculous

• God Given Body (38)
• You formed my inward parts; you knitted me together in my 

mother's womb (Psalm 139)
• Before I formed you in the womb I knew you (Jeremiah 1)
• For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus (Eph 2)
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Presentation Notes
The seed dies and is transformed.
The bare seed is changed. A body related and representative of our earthly bodies
The God who called creation into existence is surely the God who can cause a decaying corpse to come to life.
To put it a little differently, God created man from the dust of the earth. Death turns man back to dust.
And out of this “dust,” God can create anything He purposes and promises to fashion = God Given Body
Anyone look in the mirror and say “this is not the body I want?”
Created in God’s Image



The Resurrection Body

• Same Identity (37-38)
• Recognizable
• Sow a kernel of wheat…harvest wheat

• Different from each other (39-41)
• Recognizable as individuals (Jesus, Elijah, Moses)
• Different Rewards

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The seed dies and is transformed.
The bare seed is changed.
A body related and representative of our earthly bodies

Five key passages reference believers receiving a “crown” (1 Cor. 9:25; 1 Thess. 2:19; 2 Tim. 4:8; James 1:12; 1 Pet. 5:4)
Parable of the Talents (Luke 19)
Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth, where moth and dust doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: (20) but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth or rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal.“
(Mt 16:27) For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels: and then he shall reward every man according to his works.
James and John requested this honor and Jesus replied to them that He could not grant this to anyone, but rather it was the Father's decision upon whom to bestow this honor (Mk 10:35-40)(Mt 20:20-23)




The Resurrection Body

• Sown Perishable → Raised Imperishable (42)
• Like the seed…death is natural

• Sown in Dishonor → Raised in Glory (43)
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Presentation Notes
- What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable…Decay, Ruin
- Subject to aging, disease, and death. Our resurrected bodies are imperishable. They are not subject to corruption or death
- Nothing noble about the process of dying or about death itself.
Argentina…visiting cemetery…The morgue, The Funeral Home, The Hearse…None are particularly inviting or dignifying
no matter how your dress it up, its not pretty
- For the Old Testament Israelites, contact with a dead body made one unclean.
infamy, indignity, (objectively) disgrace: — dishonor, reproach, shame, vile to dignity, honor, praise, worship
Glory…Whose Glory…Lazarus going back to his old body
excellence and beauty, accompanied with a shining splendor.



The Resurrection Body

• Sown in Weakness → Raised in Power (43)
• Frail…Disease…Sickness

• Sown a Natural Body → Raised a Spiritual Body (44)
• Not a Spirit Resurrection
• Supernatural
• Spiritual Gifts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The frailty of the human body may be concealed for a time, but as we age it becomes harder and harder to hide. 
feebleness (of mind or body); morally, frailty: — disease, infirmity, sickness, weakness
The more impossible resurrection appears to be, the greater the evidence of God’s power in raising us from the dead.
Lazarus
1 Cor 1:25-31 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.
26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards,[a] not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, 29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30 And because of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption, 31 so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.”
- Spiritual gifts…refer to the giver not the manifestation of the gift



The Resurrection Body

• The Natural and the Spiritual
• Builds case on Genesis 1-2
• The First Adam…The Last Adam = Jesus
• Living Person → Life Giving Spirit
• Adam First → Jesus Last
• From earth, made of dust → Heaven, heavenly
• Heavenly Body in the Creator’s Image
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- There is a natural body animated by the physical breath of life from the creator….There is a spiritual body animated by the Spirit of the Living God
The “first Adam” became a living soul; the “last Adam” became a life-giving spirit.
The “first Adam” was a natural man; the “last Adam” became a spiritual man.
The “first Adam,” through his sin and death, brought sin into the world and caused all men to be under the sentence of death.
Jesus Christ, the “last Adam,” through His righteousness, death, burial and resurrection, has brought about resurrection for all men.




The Resurrection Body

• Adaptable to Heavenly environment (48)
• Like Jesus Christ
• Literal Bodies (John 20:27, Luke 24:39)
• Freed from Physical Constraints (John 20:26)
• Angel Like (Mathew 22:30, Luke 20:36)
• Luminous (Daniel 12:3, Mathew 13:43, Exodus 34:35, 

Mathew 17:2, Gen 3:7)
• Perfected in Righteousness

Presenter
Presentation Notes
- Adaptable: While our present bodies are adapted for the environment of time and earth, our resurrection bodies will be adapted for the environment of eternity and heaven.
- Then He [Jesus] said to Thomas, 'Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving but believing' (John 20:27).
- Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have (Luke 24:39).
- And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in their midst, and said, 'Peace to you!' (John 20:26).
- For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven (Matthew 22:30)
- Indeed they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the resurrection (Luke 20:36).
Luminous: Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father (Matthew 13:43).



The Resurrection Body

• Linked to Christ - 1 John 3:2
• Literal Body - Luke 24:39
• No Physical Constraints - John 20:26
• A transformed Body - 1 Cor 15:52
• God Given Body - 1 Cor 15:38
• Powerful - 1 Cor 15:43
• Spiritual Body - 1 Cor 15:44
• Angel Like - Math 22:30, Luke 20:36

• Immortal - 1 Cor 15:42
• Incorruptible - 1 Cor 15:42
• Adaptable - 1 Cor 15:48
• Glorious - 1 Cor 15:43
• Same Identity - 1 Cor 6:14
• Perfected - Phil 1:6
• Luminous - Dan 12:3, Math 13:43
• Different from others - 1 Cor 15:41



The Resurrection Body – A Final Challenge

• Challenge in Verse 49
• “We shall also bear the image of the man of heaven”
• “Let us also bear the image of the man of heaven”

• Proudly bear the Image of Christ
• Embrace your God-given body
• Look forward to your transformed body

• Live like Jesus is Alive
• Live in light of your own Resurrection

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The point is not to escape from earth and find oneself at last in heaven, but to let the present heavenly life change the present earthly reality.

You are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)

Revelation 21:4 says: He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of thing has passed away.

2 Corinthians 5 For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.
2 For in this tent we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling
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